
Report No. 
ES18051 

London Borough of Bromley 

PART ONE - PUBLIC 

Decision Maker: LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE 

Date:  WEDNESDAY 18TH JULY 18 

Decision Type: Non-Urgent Non-Executive Non-Key 

Title: APPLICATION FOR THE REVIEW OF PREMISES LICENCE AT 
COSTCUTTER 5 CHATSWORTH PARADE PETTS WOOD BR5 
1DF

Contact Officer: Steve Phillips, Licensing Officer 
Tel: 020 8313 4659    E-mail:  steve.phillips@bromley.gov.uk 

Chief Officer: Nigel Davies, Executive Director: Environment and Community Services 

Ward: PETTS WODD and KNOLL 

1. Reason for report

1.1 To provide the Licensing Sub-Committee with information supporting them to determine this 
review of a licence application. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. RECOMMENDATIONS

2.1 The Licensing Sub-Committee asked to determine this application having taken into 
account the Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy 2016 to 2021 and written and oral 
representations by the applicant and objectors. 

Members can   

1. Modify the conditions of the licence
2. To exclude a licensable activity from the scope of the licence.
3. To remove the Designated Premises Supervisor
4. To suspend the licence for a period not exceeding three months
5. To revoke the licence
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Impact on Vulnerable Adults and Children 
 
1. Summary of Impact:  
 
  When making decisions under the Licensing Act 2003 the Council is required to promote the 

licensing objectives, one of which is the protection of children from harm. 
   
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Corporate Policy 
 
1. Policy Status: Existing Policy:   
 
 The Council has adopted a statement of its licensing policy under the Licensing Act 2003 for the 

period 2016 to 2021. 
  
 
2. BBB Priority: Children and Young People Excellent Council Quality Environment Safe Bromley 

Vibrant, Thriving Town Centres Healthy Bromley Regeneration  
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Financial 
 
1. Cost of proposal: Licensing statutes allow for an appeal to the Magistrates Court against the 

Council’s decision. Should an appeal be made, costs are likely to be incurred but it is not 
possible to quantify these.  

 
2. Ongoing costs: Non-Recurring Cost 
 
3. Budget head/performance centre:       
 
4. Total current budget for this head: £      
 
5. Source of funding:       
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Personnel 
 
1. Number of staff (current and additional):  2 Licensing Officers supported by 3.5 FTE admin  
 
2. If from existing staff resources, number of staff hours:         
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Legal 
 
1. Legal Requirement: Statutory Requirement: The Council is the Licensing Authority for the 

Licensing Act 2003. This is a Non-Executive function and is delegated to the General Purposes 
and Licensing Committee. Where representations are received about a licence application, it is 
referred to the Licensing Sub Committee for a hearing and decision.   

 
2. Call-in: Not Applicable:   
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Procurement 
 
1. Summary of Procurement Implications:  Not applicable  
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Customer Impact 
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1. Estimated number of users/beneficiaries (current and projected): When determining this 
application Members need to balance the benefits of holding the licence against any adverse effects 
to local residents and businesses by considering the impact on the licensing objectives      
       
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Ward Councillor Views 
 
1. Have Ward Councillors been asked for comments? Yes. Ward Members were notified about the 

application by e-mail on 30th May 2018  
 
2. Summary of Ward Councillors’ comments:  No Councillors responded to this application 
 
 
Responsible Authorities Views  
 
The following Responsible Authorities were notified about this application and their views sought  
 

Responsible Authority  Date Notified Comments (further details in 
Appendix 3) 

   
Metropolitan Police 30th May 18 No Responce 
Planning Authority 30th May 18 No Responce 
Trading Standards Service 30th May 18 APPLICANT 
Public Health Nuisance 
Team 

30th May 18 No Responce 

Health & Safety Team  30th May 18 No Responce 
Child Protection Team 30th May 18 No Responce 
Fire Authority  30th May 18 No Responce 
Public Health  30th May 18 No Responce 
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3. COMMENTARY 

3.1. Licensing Act 2003.  

The Licensing Act 2003 states that any premises require a licence/certificate issued by the 
Council (premises licence/club premises certificate) where the following activities occur:- 

Provision of regulated entertainment 

a) Plays. (Where the audience exceeds 500 people) 

b) Films. 

c) Indoor sporting events. (Where the audience exceeds 1000 people) 

d) Boxing or wrestling entertainment. 

e) Live music. (subject to the Live Music Act 2013 exemptions) 

f) Recorded music. 

g) Performances of dance. (Where the audience exceeds 500 people) 

Provision of late night refreshment (between 2300hrs and 0500hrs). 

Supply of alcohol (on and off sales). 

The supply of alcohol by or on behalf of a club to, or to the order of, a member of the club. 

The sale by retail of alcohol by or on behalf of a club to a guest of a member of the club for 
consumption on the premises where the sale takes place. 

Licences/Certificates may be issued subject to any terms, conditions or restrictions the Council 
feels are appropriate to address any or all of the four licensing objectives. 

The Council has previously agreed Bromley’s Statement of Licensing Policy for the Period 2016 
– 2021.  

The Licensing Sub-Committee must consider the Statement of Licensing Policy and any Special 
Policy of Cumulative Impact currently in force when making any decisions in respect of these 
applications. 

Members’ attention is drawn to the following parts of the policy which are relevant to this 
application 

Guidance adopted by members on Review Applications found in appendix 4 

Description of the Premises  

The premise sits on Chatsworth Parade on Queensway Petts Wood and is shown in the google 
maps image in appendix 3.  It comprises of a convenience store selling a broad range of 
groceries, household products and alcohol.  The current premises licence shown in appendix 2.   
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Licensing History   

 
3rd Jan 2017 Complaint caps No 17/00002/CMPP: about under age youths buying cigarettes. 
 
25th Jul 2017 Complaint caps No 17/00803/OTHER:  about minors buying alcohol  
  
29th Aug 2017 complaint caps No 17/00930/CMPP:  complainant who is a resident in Petts 
Wood and also a PCSO saw boys that look about 13 years old with alcohol. The youths are 
hanging around outside Costcutters and asking adults to buy them alcohol. The complainaints 
husband has been asked twice. She confronted the manager of the store who told me that there 
was nothing he could do about it. I saw his employee an IC1 male aged about 20 come out of 
the store and walk along the road with the youths. 
  
20th Oct 2017   complaint caps No 17/01167/INIT: allegation Costcutter selling alcohol to 
children who they know. 
 
Oct 2017:  complaint caps No 17/01167/INIT 
Meeting at Civic Centre with owner of Costcutter, interview with owner Mr Kemalraj Varatharaja 
and Andrea O’Donnell Police Licensing Officer and Tracey Firth Senior Consumer Protection 
Inspector.  A PCSO stopped the sale of alcohol to an under age boy, confirmed when checked 
cctv footage. Informal advice given by Trading Standards and the Police to make sure all staff 
follow challenge 25 policy and to review the training of staff at the shop. 
 
 
25th Nov 2017   complaint caps No 17/01321/INIT selling fireworks to TSO Ms Hancock after 
the allowed date this has now been put forward as a written warning: details, 
On Saturday 25th November 2017 VLK Express Ltd sold fireworks to an officer from the Trading 
Standards outside the permitted statutory selling time periods. Without a year round selling 
licence, fireworks can only be sold and exposed for sale during selected dates.  These include 
between 15th October and 10th November, followed by 26th December and 31st December.  VLK 
Express Ltd do not hold a year round selling licence.  Mr Kemalraj Varatharaja told Trading 
Standards officers at interview that he will no longer be selling fireworks.  A written warning has 
been recommended and is awaiting Head of Service approval. 
 
13th Dec 2017 complaint caps No 17/01377/INIT that young boys as young as 15 are buying 
alcohol from a local shop Costcutter.  
 
 
Jan 2018 
Anon allegation from mother of young girl, the young girl was seen charging her phone behind 
the counter and a sales assistant giving her miniature vodka and both of them going to the back 
of shop out of sight for 5 minutes. This was viewed by Andrea O’Donnell on the shops CCTV. 
The mother made a complaint about her daughter being harassed but the daughter will not 
make a complaint.. 

The current licence is shown at Appendix 2.  

Details of the Application 

1. To review the premises licence following the sale of alcohol to underage children 

A copy of the full application is set out Appendix 1 

Representations  
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During the public consultation period the Council recieved no additional representations  

4. IMPACT ON VULNERABLE ADULTS AND CHILDREN

4.1 Licensing regimes provide for additional controls through specific permissions to undertake 
activities. Both the Licensing Act 2003 and Gambling Act 2005 contain licensing objectives 
which seek to protect particular vulnerable groups. In the case of the Licensing Act 2003 it 
seeks to protect children from harm whereas the licensing objectives under the Gambling Act 
2005 are wider and seek to protect children and vulnerable adults from being harmed or 
exploited.   

4.2 Businesses and the Council are required to promote these objectives in the way they operate or 
make decisions. 

4.3 Details of applications under both Acts are referred to the appropriate safeguarding teams for 
comment.  

5. POLICY IMPLICATIONS

5.1 Both the Licensing Act 2003 and the Gambling Act 2005 require the Council to prepare, consult 
on and publish statements of their licensing policy. These must be reviewed at least every 5 
years under the Licensing Act and 3 years under the Gambling Act. 

5.2 Members should make decisions in accordance with these polices but are free to depart from 
them with good reason. 

5.3 The current polices are - 

• Statement of Licensing Policy  2016 – 2021

http://www.bromley.gov.uk/downloads/file/226/statement_of_licensing_policy_2016-2021 

• Statement of Gambling Policy 2016-2019

http://www.bromley.gov.uk/downloads/file/325/gambling_policy 

6. FINANCIAL & LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

6.1 There are rights of appeal to the Magistrates Court against the decision of the Sub-Committee 
under both the Licensing and Gambling Acts. If an appeal were to be lodged there are costs 
associated with defending it. These are difficult to quantify and the Courts can award costs. In 
the event of a successful appeal we could pay the costs of the appellant as well as our own. 
Equally if we successfully defended an appeal, it is open to the Court to order our costs to be 
paid by the appellant. 

6.2 Parties involved in a hearing before a Sub-Committee can also seek a Judicial Review if the 
Local Authority has failed to administer the hearing in accordance with proper procedures. 

6.3 The Council has adopted a procedure for the conduct of hearings.    

Non-Applicable Sections: Personnel and Procurement implications 
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Background Documents: 
(Access via Contact 
Officer) 

Soft File Computer based records 
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Appendix 1 
(Application Form) 
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